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troops. Those old enemies of the writer who had prophesied
that " if that house is built we shall see British troops in
it before our beards are grey," were so delighted at the
fulfilment of their prophecy, and at the local kudos that it
brought them, that they entirely forgot their ill-feeling
against the Englishman who had caused it, and greeted hiift
on a visit as a long-lost friend !*
Men on the spot now held that the Assyrian problem
could be solved at once; the nation could bfc Settled in the
area that they had helped to clear and conquer, where they
would be an admirable frontier guard for the future state of
Irak. Suggestions to this effect were sent home, but no
answer was returned* Those in authority could neither
allow the men on the spot to act for themselves, nor could
they produce any other plan. It was not that they objected
(that would at least have been positive action of a sort),
but they neither could, nor would, say or do anything; and
so time passed until local circumstances (notably th$ Itft-
possibility of keeping British troops dangling ift the hills
till folk in comfortable offices at home h&d made up what
they pleased to call their minds) made a withdrawal in-
evitable, and a promising scheme impossible.
By a very unfortunate decision the Assyrian contingent
was disbanded shortly after this, owing to some breaches
of discipline in the corps. Men who were at least being kept
from idleness were thus returned to Baqubah, where a jpollty
of pauperising was sapping all the morale of the &&tion; and
Where Assyrian and British, tied up together under uncom-
fortable conditions for too long, were rapidly getting on one
another's nerves, and each showing the other their worst
side! About the same time, too, the nation was deprived
of its titular leader by the death of Polus Mar Shimun,
their patriarch. Tuberculosis brought on by hardship had
* The Ottoman Government had, during the war, some notion ol
hanging the writer " because he had built a house to serve as a
British lort." He escaped by a clerical error, heartlessly described
; Sir A. Wilson as " one of those errors of routine iaavitable in
the best administrations I** His name, in thfc list of civil
was transliterated one way; on the list of criminals, in
We hope that this posthumous justification of the sentence